
Before you start your Profit Platform Initial Installation 

 
 The initial installation of your Profit Platform requires Profit Platform parts*, materials purchased locally, installation 

tools and a qualified carpenter**. Make sure you get your in house personnel (mechanic, porter, etc.) involved in the 

initial installation as it will be easier for them to set up the Profit Platform in the future. Set up is typically done in half 

the time it takes for initial installation. Identifying the various parts (color coding / numbering) and storing in a first in, 

last out sequence will insure efficient set up so we cover this in the following pages. Before initial installation we 

strongly suggest you pre-cut all short 2X4’s and color code them as follows; 

 

Single Division 2X4’s are 23 ½” long, color coded RED. 

Double Division (aka ball track cover) 2X4's are 31 ¼” long and color coded GREEN. 

Support Link 2X4’s are 21 ⅛” long and color coded BLACK. 

 

(To find the quantity of these various 2X4's needed, click on the MATERIALS NEEDED tab on our website or go to 

http://profitplatform.biz/materials.html after cutting each specific dimension, stack on edge and spray the appropriate 

color paint on the 2X4’s edge for easy identification and use. 

*To verify you have the correct quantity of PP-100's and SL-200's go to our website and click on the CALCULATING COSTS 

tab and see the "Quick Order Spreadsheet". 

**NAIR members are usually excellent Bowling Center Carpenters with the skills needed to supervise your Profit 

Platform initial installation. We suggest you contact your local NAIR member through www.nairbowl.com. 

TOOLS REQUIRED 

1. Circular (Skil) saw with good plywood veneer blades. 

2. Straight edge with “C” clamps for accurately cutting plywood to length (DO NOT FREE HAND CUT).  

3. Chop saw with good cross cut blades to cut 2X4’s to needed lengths. 

4. Power screw gun/drill with drive bits for #10 FHWS. Must be strong enough to drive screws through ¾” plywood and 

into 2X4 grid in Profit Platform assembly. 

5. Heavy Duty, large felt tip pens with permanent ink for marking long 2X4’s. 

6. Spray paint (Red, Green, and Black) for marking short 2X4’s and plywood (bottom sides). 

7. Dry line to make sure platform grid is in line with the lane edges. 

MATERIALS PURCHASED LOCALLY 

1. Lumber.* Good construction grade or better, dry 2X4's. Straight and minimum crown. 

2. Plywood.* 4'X8'X ¾" A/C minimum, no internal voids. Ideally, hardwood A face. 

3. Screws. Flat head wood screws (FHWS) with a phillips or hex drive. Two sizes: #10 X 1 ½" and # 10 X 2 ½”.  

4. Heavy duty paper rolls. Recommended 40” wide 50LB, 720 feet/roll, available from local sources or visit 

www.uline.com (product # S-2699). Roll on to lane and/or approach before placing Profit Platform to help mitigate 

Platform creepage. 

For more specifications and quantities for the above Materials 1-4, see our web site MATERIALS NEEDED tab. 

 



 

Start your layout on the left hand lane at the point you want your Profit Platform (PP-100) to begin. 

First, roll out heavy duty Kraft paper where you will be placing the PP-100’s*.   Second, Place PP-100’s parallel 

to the foul line approximately 2’ apart.   The drawing above shows the first row of PP-100’s at the foul line 

however start your first row where you want (from anywhere on the approach and/or anywhere on the lane). 

Important:  Place the PP-100 logo facing the approach side so that the screw holes (opposite side) are 

consistently located and consistently accessed. 

 

*Roll out the Kraft paper down the lane the depth of your platform.  Hold ends down with tape.  After Support 

Links (SL-200’s) are connected, mark the edge of the PP-100’s with a felt tip pen so reusing and placing PP-

100”s is easier next time. 

 

 

 



 

CONNECT SL-200’s … 

Next, connect the SL-200’s to the PP-100’s.  Make sure the SL-200’s joist hanger slots (logo side) are facing 

toward the division / gutter area.  The SL-200’s should be parallel to the lane’s edge.  If the “connected” SL-

200’s are slightly wider than the lane width, make the overhang the same distance on both sides. 
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INSERT DIVISION 2 X 4’s … 

Now, insert a row of division 2 X 4’s (pre cut and color coded*) into the SL-200 joist hanger slots.  Secure with# 

10 X 1 ½" FHWS at each end through the joist hanger slot provided in the SL-200’s.  As you complete each row 

make sure the SL-200’s are parallel with the lanes edge and in line with each other down the lane.  Check with 

a dry line if needed. 

 

*Single division 2 X 4’s are 23 ½” long and color coded RED.   

Double division (AKA – ball track cover) 2 X 4’s are 31 ¼” long and color coded GREEN. 
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INSERT LONG 2 X 4’s … 

 

Next, insert the long 2 x 4’s into the long slot provided in the PP-100’s.  If there is a crown in the lumber, put 

the crown down, as it will fit better in the slot.  Butt ends of long 2 x 4’s so that they are supported inside the 

PP-100 long slot and are not butted over the division / gutter area.  Secure long 2 x 4’s using # 10 x 2 ½” FHWS 

through screw holes in the PP-100’s (access is from side opposite the logo side). 

 

 

Tip:  You will want to number the long 2 x 4’s using a heavy duty, permanent ink, felt tip pen.  After the long 2 

x 4’s are fastened, mark each one starting with “1” (LH corner, beginning) and work your way to the right then 

next row left hand corner, etc.  Store in numeric sequence (first in, last out). 
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INSERT SUPPORT LINK 2 x 4’s … 
 

 

Next, insert the pre cut Support Link 2 X 4’s (pre cut and color coded *) between the PP-100’s.  These pressure 

fit and do not require fasteners.  Now you have inserted all of the lumber needed and are almost ready to 

install the plywood. 

 

Before installing the plywood, check to see that the top edge of the long 2 X 4’s are spaced 2’ on center from 

each other as you measure down the lane.  If not, it may be necessary to rack the entire assembly to insure 

square corners for a consistent 2’ on center layout.  Use the 3-4-5 corner check method and/or a dry line if 

needed. 

 

 

(* Support Link 2 x 4’s are 21 ⅛” long and color coded BLACK) 
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INSTALL PLYWOOD … 
 

The Profit Platform is designed to receive 4’ X 8’ sheets of ¾” thick plywood flooring fastened down with # 10 

X 1 ½” FHWS.  Fasten each sheet with no less than 24 screws equally spaced. 

Start your plywood layout on the left hand lanes at the point your platform begins.  The 4’ dimension will be 

your depth and the 8’ dimension is your width across the lanes (the plywood may need to be custom cut to 

the edge that is supported by a 2 x 4’s).  We suggest you do not cover the holes surrounding the perimeter of 

the PP-100’s, so fitting in upright poles is easier should you want to have a guide rail system in place (see next 

step).  As you fasten each sheet make sure the plywood’s edge is covering ½ of the 2 x 4’s top edge that it is 

fastened to, so the next sheet of plywood can be installed the same. 

 

Tip:  Later, as you remove the plywood for storage, mark each sheet’s bottom side (in the center) using black 

spray paint with a number.  Start with “1” (LH corner, beginning) and work your way to the right.  Then next 

row, LH corner, etc.  Store in numeric sequence (first in, last out).    
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GUIDE RAIL SYSTEM … 

 

Insert the upright poles into the vertical holes provided in the PP-100’s around the perimeter you want to install the 

Guide Rail System.  Generally, space these 8’ apart (the Profit Platform’s® side is designed for 8’ spacing) however, the 

front and back of the platform may require other spacing.  The telescopic crossbars that horizontally connect to the 

upright poles are adjustable for this reason.  As you insert the upright poles make sure the slots for the telescopic 

crossbars are in line for easy connection.  Connect the telescopic crossbars after you have inserted the drapes (drapes 

not shown here for illustrative reasons) onto the cross bars.  

 

 

Tip:  Drapes should have a pleasing, gathered look… we suggest 3 drapes for each 8’ spacing. 
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